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HOUSE BI LL 2398

Passed Legislature - 2014 Regul ar Sessi on
State of WAshi ngton 63rd Legislature 2014 Regul ar Session

By Representatives Wl ki nshaw, Hal er, Seaquist, Zeiger, Miri, Smth
Ryu, Reykdal, Hunt, G egerson, and Poll et

Read first tinme 01/16/14. Referred to Commttee on H gher Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to the authority of community colleges to confer
honorary bachelor of applied science degrees; and anending RCW
28B. 50. 140.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW28B.50.140 and 2012 c 229 s 537 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Each board of trustees:

(1) Shall operate all existing conmunity and technical colleges in
its district;

(2) Shall create conprehensive prograns of community and technical
coll ege education and training and maintain an open-door policy in
accordance with the provisions of RCW28B. 50. 090(3);

(3) Shall enploy for a period to be fixed by the board a coll ege
president for each community and technical college and, nmay appoint a
president for the district, and fix their duties and conpensation,
whi ch may include el ements other than salary. Conpensation under this
subsection shall not affect but may suppl enent retirenent, health care,
and ot her benefits that are otherw se applicable to the presidents as
state enployees. The board shall also enploy for a period to be fixed
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by the board nenbers of the faculty and such other admnistrative
of ficers and ot her enpl oyees as may be necessary or appropriate and fix
their salaries and duties. Conpensation and salary increases under
this subsection shall not exceed the anmobunt or percentage established
for those purposes in the state appropriations act by the |legislature
as allocated to the board of trustees by the state board for comunity
and technical colleges. The state board for community and technica
colleges shall adopt rules defining the permssible elenments of
conpensati on under this subsection;

(4) My establish, in accordance with RCW 28B.77.080, new
facilities as community needs and interests denand. However, the
authority of boards of trustees to purchase or | ease mgjor off-canpus
facilities shall be subject to the approval of the student achi evenent
council pursuant to RCW 28B. 77. 080;

(5 May establish or |ease, oper at e, equip and nmaintain
dormtories, food service facilities, bookstores and other self-
supporting facilities connected with the operation of the conmunity and
techni cal coll ege;

(6) May, with the approval of the college board, borrow noney and
i ssue and sell revenue bonds or other evidences of indebtedness for the
construction, reconstruction, erection, equipping wth permanent
fixtures, denolition and major alteration of buildings or other capital
assets, and the acquisition of sites, rights-of-way, easenents,
i nprovenents  or appurt enances, for dormtories, food service
facilities, and other self-supporting facilities connected with the
operation of the community and technical college in accordance with the
provi si ons of RCW28B. 10. 300 t hrough 28B. 10. 330 where appli cabl e;

(7) May establish fees and charges for the facilities authorized
hereunder, including reasonable rules and regulations for the
government thereof, not inconsistent with the rules of the college
board; each board of trustees operating a comrunity and technical
college may enter into agreenents, subject to rules of the college
board, wth owners of facilities to be used for housing regarding the
managenent, operation, and governnent of such facilities, and any board
entering into such an agreenment nmay:

(a) Make rules for the governnment, managenent and operation of such
housing facilities deenmed necessary or advi sabl e; and
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(b) Enpl oy necessary enployees to govern, nanage and operate the
sane;

(8 May receive such gifts, grants, conveyances, devises and
bequests of real or personal property fromprivate sources, as my be
made fromtine to tinme, in trust or otherw se, whenever the terns and
conditions thereof will aid in carrying out the community and techni cal
col l ege prograns as specified by lawand the rules of the state coll ege
board; sell, |ease or exchange, invest or expend the same or the
proceeds, rents, profits and incone thereof according to the terns and
conditions thereof; and adopt rules to govern the receipt and
expenditure of the proceeds, rents, profits and i ncone thereof;

(9) May establish and maintain night schools whenever in the
discretion of the board of trustees it is deened advisable, and
aut horize classroons and other facilities to be used for sunmer or
ni ght schools, or for public neetings and for any other uses consi stent
with the use of such classroonms or facilities for comunity and
techni cal coll ege purposes;

(10) May make rules for pedestrian and vehicular traffic on
property owned, operated, or maintained by the district;

(11) Shall prescribe, with the assistance of the faculty, the
course of study in the various departnents of the comunity and
technical college or colleges under its control, and publish such
cat al ogues and bul l eti ns as nmay becone necessary;

(12) May grant to every student, upon graduation or conpletion of
a course of study, a suitable diplonma, degree, or certificate under the
rules of the state board for community and technical colleges that are
appropriate to their mssion. The purposes of these diplonas,
certificates, and degrees are to lead individuals directly to
enploynent in a specific occupation or prepare individuals for a
bachelor's degree or beyond. Technical <colleges may only offer
transfer degrees that prepare students for bachelor's degrees in
prof essional fields, subject to rules adopted by the college board. In
adopting rules, the <college board, where possible, shall create
consi stency between community and technical colleges and nay address
issues related to tuition and fee rates; tuition waivers; enroll nent
counting, including the use of credits instead of clock hours; degree
granting authority; or any other rules necessary to offer the associate
degrees that prepare students for transfer to bachelor's degrees in
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pr of essi onal areas. Only colleges under RCW 28B.50.810 nay award
baccal aureat e degrees. The board, upon recomendati on of the faculty,
may also confer honorary associate of arts degrees, or if_ it _is
aut hori zed to award baccal aureate degrees nmay confer honorary bachel or
of applied science degrees, upon persons other than graduates of the

comunity college, in recognition of their learning or devotion to

education, literature, art, or science. No degree may be conferred in
consi deration of the paynent of noney or the donation of any kind of
property;

(13) Shall enforce the rules prescribed by the state board for
community and technical colleges for the governnent of comunity and
technical colleges, students and teachers, and adopt such rules and
performall other acts not inconsistent with law or rules of the state
board for community and technical colleges as the board of trustees may
inits discretion deem necessary or appropriate to the adm nistration
of college districts: PROVIDED, That such rul es shall include, but not
be limted to, rules relating to housing, schol arshi ps, conduct at the
various community and technical college facilities, and discipline:
PROVI DED, FURTHER, That the board of trustees nmay suspend or expel from
community and technical coll eges students who refuse to obey any of the
duly adopted rul es;

(14) May, by witten order filed in its office, delegate to the
president or district president any of the powers and duties vested in
or inposed upon it by this chapter. Such del egated powers and duties
may be exercised in the nanme of the district board;

(15) May performsuch other activities consistent with this chapter
and not in conflict with the directives of the coll ege board;

(16) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, wmy offer
educati onal services on a contractual basis other than the tuition and
fee basis set forth in chapter 28B.15 RCWfor a special fee to private
or governnental entities, consistent wwth rules adopted by the state
board for community and technical colleges: PROVIDED, That the whole
of such special fee shall go to the college district and be not |ess
than the full instructional costs of such services including any sal ary
i ncreases authorized by the legislature for conmunity and technical
col | ege enpl oyees during the termof the agreenent: PROVI DED FURTHER
That enrol |l ments generated hereunder shall not be counted toward the
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official enrollnment level of the college district for state funding
pur poses;

(17) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, wmy offer
educati onal services on a contractual basis, charging tuition and fees
as set forth in chapter 28B. 15 RCW counting such enrollnents for state
fundi ng purposes, and may additionally charge a special supplenental
fee when necessary to cover the full instructional costs of such
services: PROVIDED, That such contracts shall be subject to review by
the state board for conmmunity and technical colleges and to such rules
as the state board may adopt for that purpose in order to assure that
the sum of the supplenental fee and the nornmal state funding shall not
exceed the projected total cost of offering the educational service:
PROVI DED FURTHER, That enrol |l nents generated by courses offered on the
basis of contracts requiring paynent of a share of the normal costs of
the course will be discounted to the percentage provided by the
col | ege;

(18) Shall be authorized to pay dues to any associ ati on of trustees
that may be formed by the various boards of trustees; such association
may expend any or all of such funds to submt biennially, or nore often
if necessary, to the governor and to the legislature, t he
recommendat i ons of the association regardi ng changes whi ch woul d af f ect
the efficiency of such associ ation;

(19) May participate in higher education centers and consortia that
i nvol ve any four-year public or independent college or university in
accordance wth RCW28B. 77. 080;

(20) Shall performany other duties and responsibilities inposed by
| aw or rule of the state board; and

(21) May confer honorary associate of arts degrees upon persons who
request an honorary degree if they were students at the college in 1942
and did not graduate because they were ordered into an internnment canp.
The honorary degree nay also be requested by a representative of
deceased persons who neet these requirenents. For the purposes of this
subsection, "internnent canp" neans a relocation center to which
persons were ordered evacuated by Presidential Executive Order 9066,
si gned on February 19, 1942.

Passed by the House February 11, 2014.

Passed by the Senate March 7, 2014.

Approved by the Governor March 31, 2014.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 31, 2014.
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